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There had been a small, gradual increase in the percentage of 
females in Juvenile Halls. Jails are experiencing a similar increase. 
Despite the fact that the percentage of females has been small 
since the 1st Quarter of 1999 to the present (from 15% to 18%), 
this trend represents an increase of about 200 females in Juvenile 
Hall since 1999.  Continued increases could have huge 
implications for the costs associated with construction and/or 
modification of facilities suitable for housing females.

The most dramatic long-term trend identified by the Juvenile 
Detention Survey involves the number of juveniles booked into 
Juvenile Hall. The highest recorded number of bookings occurred 
in the 2nd Quarter of 1999 (11,252 bookings per month). Since 
then, the bookings have decreased in an almost perfect straight-
line fashion to 8,991 in the 3rd Quarter of 2002. Obviously, this 
trend will turn around and bookings will increase (if for no other 
reason than the population of the State continues to increase in a 
steady fashion). In terms of long range planning, it is important to 
note that after a period of steady decreases in Juvenile Hall 
bookings, the Highest One-Day population still exceeds Juvenile 
Hall capacity. As soon as bookings begin to rise again, we will 
immediately experience crowding, once again.

If Juvenile Hall populations are declining due to budgetary 
problems, one would expect that priority would be given to 
detaining the most serious offenders. As a result, the percentage 
of juveniles with felony charges would increase. This has not 
occurred. The percentage of juveniles with felony charges has 
remained at 63-64% for the last three years. Further investigation 
will be required to determine why the expected rise in the 
percentage of juveniles with felony charges has not occurred.


